
HUNTING20
20 Update

DEAR FRIEND:
As autumn takes hold, it’s time to plan for one of Michigan’s most time-honored 
traditions – a fall hunting trip. With an abundance of game animals and birds, there’s 
something to interest every hunter!

I am pleased to send along this hunting report with legislative news, season dates and 
more. I hope it is useful to you. 

Hunting is important to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Hunters contribute to wildlife 
management and conservation, provide a major boost to the state’s economy and help 
support many local businesses and communities. 

I am committed to preserving our hunting, fishing and sporting rights. As always, please 
feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 

Best wishes for a safe and successful hunting season!

        Sincerely,

TOLL-FREE 855.347.8038

E-MAIL senemcbroom@senate.michigan.gov 

VISIT www.SenatorEdMcBroom.com

S TAT E  S E N AT O R  

ED McBROOM
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GET IT DONEFIND PUBLIC 
HUNTING LANDS 
ONLINE
Looking for a place to hunt? Check out  
www.mi.gov/mihunt, a DNR site that 
identifies all lands open to public hunting 
in Michigan. Hunters can click on a 
county and see the state forest, wildlife 
management and parks and recreation 
lands open to hunting. Federal lands and 
private lands open to the public through 
the Hunting 
Access 
Program 
or the 
Commercial 
Forest Act are 
also included. 

Many MDNR services can be accessed online. The e-license 
program has been recently updated making it easier to 
navigate and more compatible with mobile devices.  
It features improved security details for online users. 

By visiting www.mdnr-elicense.com, residents can 
purchase a wide variety of MDNR licenses including 
those for hunting, fishing or ORV use. License receipts can 
be downloaded to your handheld device for printing or 
screenshots for use in the field. You can 
view your purchase history for up 
to two years, as well as track 
your Points and Chances. 
Users also have quick access 
to helpful tools and special 
information about rules and 
regulations. 

Over 80,000 deer in Michigan have been tested  
for CWD, and it has been confirmed in 189 deer.

McBROOM SUPPORTS LEGISLATION TO 
EFFECTIVELY END MICHIGAN’S DEER BAITING BAN
Last year I voted to end the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) baiting ban for the rifle deer hunting season, 
and to remove the DNR’s authority to ban deer-baiting and feeding. 

Sadly, the governor chose to veto this bill, citing concerns over Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). 

This was unfortunate, as the baiting ban is likely doing little to prevent the spread of disease among 
Michigan’s deer. If anything, it may be having the opposite effect by driving hunters away from the sport. 
Encouraging hunting would do more to stop the spread of diseases like CWD and bovine TB by 
reducing the size of Michigan’s deer herd. Hunters play an important 
part in preventing overpopulation. 

CWD is a contagious, neurological disease found in deer, elk and 
moose. The fatal disease was first discovered in Michigan in a free-
ranging deer in 2015. Over 80,000 deer in Michigan have been tested 
for CWD, and it has been confirmed in 189 deer. There is no cure, and 
an infected deer can live with CWD for years and spread it through 
contact with other animals. 

As a result of the governor’s decision to veto the bipartisan solution, 
Senate Republicans introduced Senate Bill 800 that would reduce 
the penalty for violating the ban on baiting to $1.

www.mi.gov/mihunt

Online

www.mdnr-elicense.com
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HUNTING 
AND FISHING 

IN MICHIGAN GENERATES 
$11.2 BILLION 

ANNUALLY

171,000 JOBS 
ARE CREATED AND 

SUPPORTED ANNUALLY 
ACROSS MICHIGAN BY 

HUNTING 
AND FISHING

MICHIGAN HAS 

700,000+  
HUNTERS

DEER HUNTING Update

SMALL GAME Hunting
Many sportsmen and women were introduced to Michigan’s 

hunting tradition at a young age by hunting small game with family 
members. Thousands of hunters continue to enjoy the challenges and 
opportunities presented by small game, waterfowl and upland game 

birds long after their first hunting experiences.  

With a base hunting license, outdoorsmen and women can hunt 
rabbit, hare, squirrel (fox and gray, [black phase included]), pheasant  

(free endorsement is required), ruffed grouse, sharp-tailed grouse (free stamp is 

required), woodchuck, woodcock (free stamp is required), quail, crow, coyote 
and waterfowl (with a federal waterfowl stamp and Michigan waterfowl hunting license,  

if 16 years of age or older) during the open season for each species. 

Check the Michigan Hunting Digest for season dates, bag limits and hunt areas.

A LOOK AHEAD TO THE 2020 SEASON

*See Antlerless Deer Digest

Check the 2020 Michigan Hunting Digest for information  
on these special hunts and other notes.

ARCHERY 
Oct. 1-Nov. 14 & Dec. 1-Jan. 1, 2021

REGULAR FIREARM 
Nov. 15-30

MUZZLELOADING 
(Zones 1, 2 & 3) — Dec. 4-13

LATE ANTLERLESS FIREARM* 
Dec. 14-Jan. 1, 2021

A LOOK BACK AT 2019
An estimated 540,000 hunters spent 
7.5 million days afield. Those hunters 

harvested about 364,000 deer.

Statewide, nearly 50% of hunters 
harvested a deer; about 16% harvested 
two or more deer. Approximately 6% 

of hunters harvested 2 antlered bucks. 
About 204,160 hunters used a crossbow 

during the 2019 archery season, and 
they harvested approximately  
77,375 deer with the crossbow.

About 11% of license buyers were 
younger than 17 years old.

(Michigan Deer Harvest Survey Report 2019 Seasons;  
Wildlife Report No. 3673)



McBROOM ‘COME HOME TO HUNT’ LEGISLATION 
WOULD REDUCE FEES FOR FORMER RESIDENTS
Certain former Michigan residents or nonresidents who own property in Michigan could qualify for discounted 
nonresident licenses under bills pending in the Senate Natural Resources Committee.

The legislation, sponsored by Curt VanderWall and I, aims to encourage former residents of Michigan to  
“come home to hunt” by offering them a 50 percent discount on nonresident hunting and fishing licenses.

If passed, Senate Bills 366 and 367 would apply that discount 
to a base hunting license, a combination hunt and fish license, 
additional deer or antlerless deer licenses, and an all-species 
fishing license.

Nonresidents without previous ties to the state would still have 
to pay the full price, but the goal is to encourage out-of-state 
former residents to buy a license for when they visit their family 
and friends back home.  We are trying to create a scenario where 
the cost is no longer such a high burden.

While the Department of Natural Resources is opposed to the 
bills as currently written, we are working to review concerns 
raised by department officials.  If the bills are not enacted this 
year, I will plan to reintroduce them next session.

DEER CHECK AND CWD/TB TESTING CHANGES  
FOR 2020 HUNTING SEASON

According to the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), deer hunters should be aware of 
changes to DNR check stations this fall.

Escanaba and Norway Office locations have been 
identified as CWD priority sampling stations with the 
tentative days and hours of operation listed below. 
Please call your local office to confirm. 

 • Nov 2nd 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. EST 

 • Nov 3rd – 6th By Appointment Only

 • Nov 9th 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. EST

 • Nov. 10th – 13th By Appointment Only

 •  Nov 15th - Dec. 4th except 26, 27, 28, 29  
(9:00 - 4:00 EST)

 •  Drop boxes (CWD core area only) will be in 
operation from November 2nd to December 4th.

 •  Other UP Region Deer Check Stations are open 
from Nov 15 through Nov 18 only.

The following DNR Check Stations are closed this 
season: Cusino Field Office, Naubinway Field Office, 
Wakefield Field Office, and Porcupine Mountain 
State Park.

In 2020, only deer heads from the core CWD 
surveillance area in the Upper Peninsula (portions of 
Dickinson, Menominee and Delta counties) will be 
accepted for CWD testing.  These are areas where 
CWD has been identified, but more information is 
needed to determine the extent of the disease in 
those areas.  UP Region CWD Core Surveillance 
Area samples will be collected from November 4th 
through December 4th.   Deer heads from only all of 
Dickinson county will be accepted from outside the 
UP CWD core area as part of “hunter service testing” 
Nov. 15-18 only.


