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DEAR FRIEND:
Hunting in Michigan is part of our culture and our heritage. But hunting and 
fishing are also an important part of our economy. These outdoor pursuits 
are multi-billion dollar industries in Michigan and are enjoyed by thousands of 
sportsmen and women.

Fall in Michigan signals the beginning of hunting season. As you begin planning 
this year’s hunting trip, it is my pleasure to offer you this hunting update with 
a legislative report, safety tips, hunting resources and more. I hope you find it 
informative.

As always, I welcome your comments and suggestions on ways to preserve 
Michigan’s outdoor heritage and look forward to hearing from you. Best wishes for 
a safe and successful hunting season!

        Sincerely,

TOLL-FREE 855.347.8032

E-MAIL senkhorn@senate.michigan.gov  

VISIT www.SenatorKenHorn.com

S TAT E  S E N AT O R  

KEN HORN



Over 80,000 deer in Michigan have been tested  
for CWD, and it has been confirmed in 189 deer.

LEGISLATIVE Update

GET IT DONEFIND PUBLIC 
HUNTING LANDS 
ONLINE
Looking for a place to hunt? Check out  
www.mi.gov/mihunt, a DNR site that 
identifies all lands open to public hunting 
in Michigan. Hunters can click on a 
county and see the state forest, wildlife 
management and parks and recreation 
lands open to hunting. Federal lands and 
private lands open to the public through 
the Hunting 
Access 
Program 
or the 
Commercial 
Forest Act are 
also included. 

Many MDNR services can be accessed online. The e-license 
program has been recently updated, making it easier to 
navigate and more compatible with mobile devices.  
It also features improved security details for online users. 

By visiting www.mdnr-elicense.com, residents can 
purchase a wide variety of MDNR licenses, including 
those for hunting, fishing or ORV use. License receipts can 
be downloaded to your handheld device for printing or 
screenshot for use in the field. You can view 
your purchase history for up to 
two years, as well as track 
your points and chances. 
Users also have quick access 
to helpful tools and special 
information about rules and 
regulations. 

www.mi.gov/mihunt

Online

www.mdnr-elicense.com
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SAFETY 
IS NO ACCIDENT

There were three hunting fatalities in Michigan last year. Eight injury incidents 

were reported, with three of the incidents attributed to failure to identify the 

target. Please hunt with safety in mind and follow all firearm safety rules.

•   Last year, HB 4313, now PA 262 of 2020, was signed into law. The new law created a pheasant 
hunting license for use on public lands in the Lower Peninsula. There are exemptions to the 
license for those hunting on private land, hunters who are under the age of 17, and for pheasant 
hunting in the Upper Peninsula. Revenue collected from this license will be dedicated to the 
improvement of pheasant habitats and the stocking of birds on state-owned land. 

•   SB 106 would allow property owners to use purple boundary paint, an established land 
demarcation tool in many states, to notify others not to enter their land. SB 106 was 
passed by the Senate and was sent to the House for consideration.

•   SR 20 is a resolution urging the Natural Resources Commission to add the eastern 
sandhill crane to the game species list and to seek U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
approval to establish an eastern sandhill crane hunting season.

•   HB 4088 would allow feeding of wildlife and birds, with limits of  
not more than two gallons of food at one time within 300 feet  
from a residence. The bill was passed by the Senate Committee 
on Natural Resources and now awaits consideration of the 
full Senate.



DEER HUNTING Update
A LOOK AHEAD TO THE 2021 SEASON

*See Antlerless Deer Digest

Check the 2021 Michigan Hunting Digest for information  
on these special hunts and other notes.

LIBERTY HUNT (Youth, Hunters with Disabilities) ........................Sept. 11-12

EARLY ANTLERLESS FIREARM* ................................... Sept. 18-19

INDEPENDENCE HUNT (Hunters with Disabilities)  ................ Oct. 14-17

ARCHERY .................................Oct. 1-Nov. 14 & Dec. 1-Jan. 1, 2022

REGULAR FIREARM ............................................................Nov. 15-30

MUZZLELOADING (Zones 1, 2 & 3) .................................. Dec. 3-12

LATE ANTLERLESS FIREARM* .....................Dec. 13-Jan. 1, 2022

A LOOK BACK AT 2020
In order to provide deer hunters with 

additional flexibility and opportunity, the 
Michigan Natural Resources Commission 

adopted new deer regulations for the  
2020 hunting season. Statewide, these 
regulation changes included expanding 

the Liberty and Independence hunt 
qualifications and exempting mentored 

youth, junior license holders, and 
apprentice license holders from antler point 
restrictions. The statewide limit for private-

land antlerless license purchasers was 
increased to 10 deer per hunter.  

The 2020 season saw 615,948 people 
purchase a license, a 2% increase over 2019.  

In all seasons combined, 410,639 deer were 
harvested, a 13% increase over 2019. 
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HUNTING 
AND FISHING 

IN MICHIGAN GENERATE 
$11.2 BILLION 

ANNUALLY

171,000 JOBS 
ARE CREATED AND 

SUPPORTED ANNUALLY 
ACROSS MICHIGAN BY 

HUNTING 
AND FISHING

MICHIGAN HAS 

700,000+  
HUNTERS

All first-time hunters born on or after Jan. 1, 1960 are required to 
take and pass a hunter safety course. There are two options for 

completing hunter education in Michigan – the traditional course or 
the online course. Both options require attendance at a field day.

The traditional in-person course will consist of a minimum of  
10 classroom hours over two days and will include hands-on training. 
The alternate option allows students to take either an online course 

or home study followed by attendance at a field day. The online 
course is available at: www.hunter-ed.com/Michigan.

To locate a traditional course or field day in your area, visit  
www2.dnr.state.mi.us/recnsearch.

HUNTER Safety COURSES


