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DEAR FRIEND:
As autumn takes hold, it’s time to plan for one of Michigan’s most time-honored 
traditions — a fall hunting trip. With an abundance of game animals and birds, there’s 
something to interest every hunter! 

I am pleased to send along this hunting report with legislative news, including a new law to 
expand opportunities for youth hunting, season dates and more. I hope it is useful to you.

Hunting is important to Michigan. Hunters contribute to wildlife management and 
conservation, provide a major boost to the state economy and help support many local 
businesses and communities.

I am committed to preserving our hunting, fishing and sporting rights. As always, please 
feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Best wishes for a safe and successful hunting season!

         Sincerely,

PHONE (517) 373-2420

E-MAIL SenLTheis@senate.michigan.gov  

VISIT www.SenatorLanaTheis.com

S TAT E  S E N AT O R  
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THEIS: NEW LAW EXPANDS OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR YOUNG HUNTERS

HUNTING 
CONTRIBUTES  

$2.3 BILLION 
TO MICHIGAN’S ECONOMY 

EACH YEAR

HUNTING 
SUPPORTS 

34,000 JOBS 
IN MICHIGAN

60%  
OF HUNTERS 

HUNT ONLY DEER

FIND PUBLIC HUNTING LANDS ONLINE
Looking for a place to hunt? Check out www.mi.gov/mihunt, a DNR site that identifies all lands open to 
public hunting in Michigan. Hunters can click on a county and see the state forest, wildlife management 

and parks and recreation lands open to hunting. Federal lands and private lands open to the public 
through the Hunting Access Program or the Commercial Forest Act are also included.

One of the best ways to preserve our outdoor heritage is to bring 
more young hunters into the field. 

The Michigan Mentored Youth Hunting Program allows young 
hunters under the age of ten to hunt under adult supervision.  
Public Act 399 of 2018 expands the program to permit 
mentored youth to hunt on public lands open to hunting. 
Previously, the program was restricted to private land. 

A Mentored Youth Hunt license is available for $7.50 and 
allows the young hunter to hunt turkey, deer (one tag, any 
deer) and small game, trap furbearers and fish for all species.  
Visit www.michigan.gov/mentoredhunting for rules and 
more information.

SMALL GAME Hunting
Many sportsmen and women were introduced to Michigan’s 

hunting tradition at a young age by hunting small game with family 
members. Thousands of hunters continue to enjoy the challenges and 
opportunities presented by small game, waterfowl and upland game 

birds long after their first hunting experiences.  

With a base hunting license, outdoorsmen and women can hunt 
rabbit, hare, squirrel (fox and gray, [black phase included]), pheasant  

(free endorsement is required), ruffed grouse, sharp-tailed grouse (free stamp is 

required), woodchuck, woodcock (free stamp is required), quail, crow, coyote 
and waterfowl (with a federal waterfowl stamp and Michigan waterfowl hunting license,  

if 16 years of age or older) during the open season for each species. 

Check the Michigan Hunting Digest for season dates, bag limits and hunt areas.
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DEER HUNTING
A LOOK AHEAD TO THE 2019 SEASON
EARLY ANTLERLESS FIREARM* ..................................... Sept. 21-22

LIBERTY HUNT (Youth, Hunters with Disabilities) ........................ Sept. 21-22

INDEPENDENCE HUNT (Hunters with Disabilities)  .................Oct. 17-20 

ARCHERY ................................ Oct. 1-Nov. 14 & Dec. 1-Jan. 1, 2020

REGULAR FIREARM ............................................................Nov. 15-30

MUZZLELOADING
Zones 1 & 2 .................................................................................Dec. 6-15
Zone 3 ........................................................................................ Dec. 6-22

LATE ANTLERLESS FIREARM* ................................Dec. 23-Jan. 1, 2020

A LOOK BACK AT 2018
An estimated 554,331 hunters spent 
7.5 million days afield. Those hunters 
harvested about 361,000 deer.

Statewide, nearly 49% of hunters 
harvested a deer; about 15% harvested 
two or more deer. Approximately 5% 
of hunters harvested 2 antlered bucks. 
During the 2018 archery season, about 
202,600 hunters used a crossbow, 
harvesting 74,700 deer.

About 10% of license buyers were 
younger than 17 years old.
(Michigan Deer Harvest Survey Report 2018 Seasons;  
Wildlife Report No. 3673)

SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT 
There were three hunting fatalities in Michigan last year. Eight injury incidents were reported, with three of the 

incidents attributed to failure to identify the target. Please hunt with safety in mind and follow all firearm safety rules. 

THEIS: NEW DEER HUNTING REGULATIONS
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) was discovered in Michigan’s wild deer herd in 2015. The disease has now been found 
in both the upper and lower peninsulas.

The Natural Resources Commission (NRC) adopted new rules in 2018 and modified them this year to help slow the 
spread of the disease. Most regulations are specific to hunting in the CWD Core and Management Zones. Rules 
affecting hunters in and outside CWD areas include a:

 •  Ban on baiting and feeding (does not include food-scented materials 

used as attractants only) in the entire Lower Peninsula, with an 
exception for hunters with disabilities, and

 •  Statewide ban on the use of natural deer urine-based lures  
and scents (unless they are approved by the Archery Trade Association).

Find detailed information on current CWD hunting regulations, 
testing, and more at www.michigan.gov/cwd. 

The Legislature has taken an active role in the fight against CWD. 
We have appropriated $15 million for CWD testing over the last 
three years, along with $4.7 million this year in grant funding 
for research. The 2020 Senate state budget plan also includes 
additional funding specifically dedicated to CWD.

Michigan hunters can help wildlife managers meet the challenge of containing CWD by doing what they do best — 
continuing to hunt! Hunting keeps deer herd populations in check, helping limit the spread of the disease. 

*See Antlerless Deer Digest

Check the 2019 Michigan Hunting Digest for information  
on these special hunts and other notes.
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