
DEAR FRIEND:
Summer outdoor adventure is made to order in Michigan! With shoreline on four of the five 
Great Lakes, 11,000 inland lakes and 36,000 miles of rivers and streams, there are endless 
opportunities for boating and fishing fun. 

Boating and fishing not only help families create lasting memories, the industries contribute 
billions of dollars to the Michigan economy as well.  By spending your vacation and leisure 
dollars in our great state, you help support many local businesses and communities. 

I am pleased to send this report, including legislative news, license information and more. 
As always, I welcome your ideas on ways to preserve Michigan’s sporting heritage and look 
forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes for a safe summer on the water!

 Sincerely,

PHONE (517) 373-2420

E-MAIL SenLTheis@senate.michigan.gov  

VISIT www.SenatorLanaTheis.com  
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NEED TO RENEW YOUR 
BOAT REGISTRATION? 
All watercraft must be registered with the Michigan 
secretary of state (unless exempt) and display a 
registration decal. Exemptions include:

 •  Watercraft 16 ft. or less, propelled by oars or paddles 
and not used for rental or commercial purpose;

 •  Non-motorized canoes and kayaks 
not used for rental or commercial 
purpose; and

 •  Watercraft registered in another 
state and used only temporarily in 
Michigan.

Boat registrations are renewed every 
three years and expire on March 31 of the third year.  
Find more information at www.ExpressSOS.com and  
click on Vehicle Services, then Vehicle Renewal.
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THEIS ANNOUNCES FREE FISHING WEEKEND

Share time in the great outdoors with family and friends during Michigan’s 
Summer Free Fishing Weekend. All fishing license fees are waived for two 
days on June 8 and 9. Anglers can fish on both inland and Great Lakes’ 
waters for all species of fish. All fishing regulations still apply.

A Recreation Passport will NOT be required for entry into state parks and 
recreation areas during Free Fishing Weekend. This special weekend is 
also a Free ORV Weekend. Find more information, including state park 
events, at www.michigan.gov/freefishing.

NEW RULES PROTECT MICHIGAN WATERS 

June 8 & 9, 2019

Invasive species pose a serious threat to the health of Michigan waters. New laws require boaters and anglers to 
take precautions to limit the spread of invasive species and fish diseases. Keep these rules in mind:

Visit www.michigan.gov/invasives and click on 
the Laws section for more information.

                      NEED A  
FISHING LICENSE? 
Anglers age 17 and older must buy an All-species 
Fishing License. Resident, nonresident and senior 
annual licenses are available along with short-term 
24-hour and 72-hour licenses. 

Buy licenses online at www.mdnr-elicense.com or 
at participating retailers. License fees are waived 
for Michigan residents who are veterans with 100% 
disability or active-duty military.

Find more license information in the 2019 Michigan 
Fishing Guide.

• CLEAN boats, trailers and equipment before leaving the ramp area.

• DRY boats and equipment.

• DRAIN live wells, bilges and all water – pull all drain plugs.

• DISPOSE of unwanted bait in the trash, not the water.

• RETURN fish to the water where caught if catching and releasing.
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A CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

THAT’S A WHOPPER!
Can you picture reeling in a 39-pound Northern Pike? How 
about a 58-pound Great Lakes Muskie?

The Master Angler program recognizes large fish caught by 
recreational anglers during the open season and in Michigan 
waters open to the public. The Master Angler Database 
allows anglers to learn where big fish are caught along with 
successful fishing methods, bait and/or lure. Find more 
information, including an entry application and list of current 
state records, at www.michigan.gov/MasterAngler.

There’s no better place to enjoy the outdoors than at one of 
Michigan’s 103 state parks! Many parks offer fantastic boating 
and fishing opportunities; some even offer boat rentals. Find a 
park at www.michigan.gov/stateparks. 

This year marks the 100-year anniversary of Michigan state 
parks and special events are planned throughout the year. More 
information is available at www.michigan.gov/stateparks100.

THEIS: NEW LAWS ASSIST BOATERS 
Public Acts 400, 401 and 402 of 2018 allow electronic verification for 

a boater’s safety certificate. An electronic copy is more convenient and 
eliminates the chance of lost or misplaced paper certificates. 

Public Act 678 of 2018 establishes an electronic lien title system for watercraft 
to increase efficiency for processes such as title transfers and vehicle 

refinances and reduce the risk of fraud. Paper titles will be issued when the 
title is free of liens. Look for the program to be operational by Feb. 16, 2021. 

Public Act 671 of 2018 creates an inland lake aquatic invasive plant species 
control and eradication grant program to allow a greater number of inland lake 

communities to reduce the spread and impact of invasive flora.

SAFETY IN HAND 
The U.S. Coast Guard boating safety mobile 

app features navigation rules, float plans, a 
safety equipment checklist, weather reports 
and more. An Emergency Assistance button 
will call the closest Coast Guard command 

center with locations services enabled.

While the app provides great boating safety 
resources, it isn’t meant to replace a marine 
VHF radio. The free app can be downloaded 

from the Apple and Google Play online stores.


