Dear Neighbor,
While we may never be able to fully repay our brave men and
women in uniform for their selfless service, we must honor
veterans by ensuring they receive the best possible care and
services. I would like to thank all our brave veterans for your
loyal commitment to our country and welcome you home to
Michigan. Your bravery and service should never go unnoticed.
My colleagues and I in the Michigan Senate are honored to fight
for the rights and benefits you deserve upon re-entry into the
civilian world. Since my time in the Legislature, we have pursed
a variety of reforms to ensure you the proper benefits.
Inside, you will find important information relevant to our
military heroes.
As always, please do not hesitate to contact my office with any
questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

MEMORIAL DAY SESSION
As a veteran living in the 22nd State Senate District, I invite you
to join us for a special Senate Memorial Session on Thursday,
May 23, 2019. Veterans are welcome to join the Michigan Senate in
the Chambers, Gallery, and overflow areas for session, which begins
at 10:00 a.m. Veterans are invited to share in the presentation of the
colors on the Senate Floor during the Memorial Session. If you wish
to partake in the presentation of the colors, please contact my office
for additional information. Afterwards you are invited to join me for a
special lunch reception in room 5550 of the Senate Binsfeld Building,
201 Townsend St. Lansing, MI 48933.
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Memorial Session 10 a.m.
Lunch following Memorial Session
Please RSVP to Office of Senator Lana Theis
at (517) 373-2420 or
SenLTheis@senate.michigan.gov.

Veterans Update
Theis supports Senate Resolution 9 to honor
Blue Star Mothers
The Michigan Senate adopted a resolution to commemorate Feb. 1, 2019 as
Blue Star Mother’s Day in recognition of their service to our state and nation.
Blue Star Mothers of America was founded in Flint in 1942 to support
the mothers of children in active service. Among their many patriotic
contributions, Blue Star mothers welcome home returning veterans, visit
wounded veterans in hospitals and rehabilitation centers, assist in veterans’
ceremonies and perpetuate the memory of the men and women who have
served our country.

Saluting U.S. Armed Forces
Under Michigan law, the flag of each branch of service is flown over
the state Capitol on the service founding date.
The commemoration dates are:
• U.S. Army–June 14
• U.S. Coast Guard–Aug. 4
• U.S. Air Force–Sept. 18

• U.S. Navy–Oct. 13
• U.S. Marine Corps–Nov. 10

Veterans Employment
Service members acquire a wide range of skills and experiences through
their military service. Qualified veterans and their spouses looking for job
opportunities in the workforce can find free career training and employment
assistance at their local Michigan Works! One Stop Center. Veterans Career
Advisors offer individualized services, including:
• Resume development;
• Interviewing skills; and
• Effective use of social networking.
Find more information at www.mitalent.org/veteran.

Theis gives update on new laws
Public Acts 256 and 257 of 2018 allow taxpayers to contribute to the Michigan World War II Legacy Memorial Fund when filing
their state income tax. Donations will be used to build a memorial that honors the Michigan residents who served in the U.S. Armed
Forces and on the home front. Donors may also contribute to the Military Family Relief Fund on the same tax checkoff form.
Public Act 669 of 2018 waives the fee for veterans who need a state-issued personal ID card.
The card can help someone obtain discounts and other benefits that many businesses offer
to veterans.
A state fund was created last year to help counties maintain veteran services offices. Public Act
514 of 2018 expands access to ensure all counties qualify for grant funding, including those
who don’t have an established Dept. of Veterans Affairs.

American Legion Celebrates 100th Birthday
On March 15, 2019, the American Legion celebrated its 100th
Anniversary and was honored on the floor of the Michigan Senate with
an official commemorative state tribute.
The American Legion has been a staunch advocate for veteran’s and
their families since 1919; and began its journey when Colonel Fred M.
Alger was appointed Chairman of the Michigan Temporary Committee
of the New York meeting which met under the leadership of Theodore
Roosevelt Jr.
The American Legion was founded on the four pillars of care for veterans,
a strong national defense, Americanism, and children and youth. I would
like to thank the American Legion and honor all 56,567 members who live
in the State of Michigan and the 2 million members in the United States.
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The Michigan Senate honors the centennial anniversary of the
American Legion with an official commemorative state tribute.
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