DEAR NEIGHBOR:
The start of a new school year is an exciting time for
students and their families. There are old friends to
see, new teachers to meet and so much to learn!
We all want children to achieve so they have a great
chance at a bright future. It’s important that our
schools have the resources to provide students with
the education and skills they need to succeed. From
early literacy to career training, investing in education
is one of my top priorities.
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Success in school starts
with reading. I look forward
to visiting elementary
classrooms during March is
Reading Month as a guest
reader. It’s a great way to
talk with students about the
importance of reading.

This Back to School report features legislative news,
school safety information and more. I hope you find it
useful.
Best wishes to all for a successful school year!
Sincerely,
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ZORN: KEEPING KIDS SAFE AT SCHOOL
Our schools must be a safe place for learning. New laws
will help better protect students and teachers during an
emergency situation.
Along with provisions at the state level, schools are now
required to:
• Develop emergency operations plans by Jan. 1, 2020
and work with local law enforcement to conduct
regular safety assessments;
• Consult with the police agency on school safety
before new construction or major renovation;
• Provide emergency contact information for one or
more school officials to the State Police; and
• Report acts or threats of violence to the State Police.
The Legislature has directed $56 million in grants for
school safety improvements over the last five years. In
addition, the Legislature approved $30 million for school
mental health support services late last year.

MICHIGAN STUDENTS ARE FIRST IN LINE!
As this year’s budget talks continue, I want you to know
that funding for education remains a top priority. Since
2011, the Legislature has increased school funding by
more than $2.2 billion to record levels. From preschool

and early literacy programs to skilled trades training, we
are committed to investing in our kids. All told, nearly
45 cents of every state taxpayer dollar is dedicated to
local schools, community colleges and universities.

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY TIPS
FOR DRIVERS
• When overhead lights are FLASHING YELLOW, prepare to stop.
•W
 hen overhead lights are FLASHING RED, stop at least 20 feet
away, unless driving in the opposite direction on a divided highway.
•W
 hen HAZARD WARNING LIGHTS are flashing, proceed
with caution.
• Slow down in or near school and residential areas.
•W
 atch for children around parked cars and at bus stops and
crossings.
(Adapted from School Bus Safety, Michigan State Police)
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ZORN: NEW LAW
WILL HELP PARENTS
EVALUATE THEIR
CHILD’S SCHOOL
Parents will soon have a new tool to more
clearly understand how their child’s school is
performing.
Public Act 601 of 2018 directs the Michigan
Department of Education (MDE) to establish
an A-F letter grade system for public schools
in five areas such as English and math
proficiency, high school graduation rates
and academic performance compared to
similar schools. Under the new law, schools
will also be assigned rankings in areas such
as student absenteeism and state test
participation rates.
Grades and rankings will be published during
the 2019-20 school year.

Students, teachers and others can
confidentially report anything they feel
threatens their safety or the safety of
others through Michigan’s OK2SAY hotline
program. Tips can be submitted 24/7 by
telephone at 855.565.2729, text message at
652729 (OK2SAY), e-mail at ok2say@mi.gov
or online at ok2say.com. A mobile app is
available for iPhone and Android.

More than 19,745 tips have been received
since the OK2SAY program launched at
the start of the school year in 2014. Most
tips involved bullying, self-harm, drugs
and suicide threats.

STEM AND INNOVATION SKILLS
SHOWCASE ROBOTICS EVENT
Several teams from Michigan were among the top winners in
the world’s largest robotics competition this past spring. The
2019 FIRST Robotics Competition in Detroit attracted more
than 17,000 students from 25 states and 37 countries. Younger
students joined the fun as 60 teams also participated in
LEGO League programs.
Students participating in robotics programs learn problemsolving, teamwork and the skills to help prepare them for
the careers of today and the future. In the past two years,
the Legislature has appropriated more than $7.5 million in
competitive grants for robotics programs in public and nonpublic schools.
Mark your calendar! The 2020 FIRST Championship will be
held in Houston April 15-18 and in Detroit April 29-May 2.

Michigan's
STATE

SYMBOLS

Many young students enjoy learning about
Michigan’s heritage and how our state is different
from other states. Michigan’s state symbols
represent some of the things that make our
state special.
From the American robin to the white pine,
these symbols teach us about Michigan’s
proud history, natural resources and culture.
I am pleased to offer the Getting to Know
Michigan coloring book, which features our
state symbols, history and interesting facts
for younger readers and their families. Please
contact me at sendzorn@senate.michigan.gov
to receive a copy.
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