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DEAR NEIGHBOR:
This has been a challenging year for our state and our world. The COVID-19
pandemic has taken thousands of Michigan lives, disrupted our daily activities,
caused longtime businesses to close, and changed the way education is
delivered to our children.
This report highlights some of the work we have been doing in the Senate to
address these unprecedented circumstances, including help for our schools,
initiatives to protect our most vulnerable residents in nursing homes, and
additional support for our frontline health care workers. It also features some
of the legislation I have been working on to protect the safety of residents
across our state.
As always, please contact me with any questions or comments, or if you
need assistance with a state matter. Your concerns matter to me, and I look
forward to hearing from you!
Sincerely,
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RETURN TO LEARN PLAN

Legislative Republicans announced their plans to ensure
the safety of students as learning resumes in the fall.
The plan would invest $1.3 billion in restricted federal
Coronavirus Relief Funds to ensure schools can reopen
safely with both in-classroom and remote learning
options. The Return to Learn Plan would also provide
schools $800 per student to implement coronavirusrelated health measures, such as reducing class sizes,
adopting a robust distance learning plan, enhancing
sanitation procedures, purchasing personal protective
equipment, and making building enhancements to
improve safety. Resources would be available for
all efforts undertaken after the statewide closure of
classrooms on March 16.
The Return to Learn Plan would also redefine
“attendance” to mean “engaged in instruction”
rather than “physically present” to give students the
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opportunity to learn remotely, have school districts
work with local health departments to establish safety
requirements for extracurricular activities and sports
in addition to regular school safety measures, and
provide $80 million to intermediate school districts to
assist schools with distance learning plans and safety
measures. Our teachers would receive $500 in overtime
and hazard pay in appreciation of their dedication to
continuing the education of their students during the
COVID-19 health crisis.
Education is critical to success, and we owe it to all our
children to ensure they can receive a great education
as safely and effectively as possible. I strongly support
the Return to Learn Plan as a responsible way to use
restricted federal COVID-19 funds to help our schools
improve safety in classrooms and offer better remote
learning options so that all our students can safely
return to school this fall.

STATE PARK UPDATE
Campgrounds, state parks and recreation areas are open.

Nursing homes should have never been forced
to accept COVID-19 patients and put our most
vulnerable beloved population at risk. Senate
Republicans have introduced legislation to undo
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Orders 2020-50
and 2020-84, requiring all long-term care facilities
in the state at less than 80% capacity to create
COVID-19 units and to accept and/or retain COVID19-infected patients.

Many park amenities are beginning to open, including
bathroom buildings, hand-washing stations, trash
services, concessions, playgrounds, viewing platforms,
fishing piers, sports areas, designated dog areas, picnic
tables and shelters. Drinking fountains will remain
closed until further notice.

Senate Bill 956 would ban the intentional transfer
of people who have COVID-19 into any nursing
home facility and require the establishment of a
centralized treatment
facility in each health care
region of the state to help
take care of individuals
while they recuperate
before returning to a
nursing home upon testing
negative.

Be sure to add the ‘Recreation Passport’ for only $12
when renewing your vehicle’s license plate. It’s the best
deal around! Only $12 provides access to all Michigan’s
state parks have to offer for an entire year.
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Because of changing conditions, please contact the
park by phone or visit individual park Facebook pages
to view a list of open amenities.
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DUTY TO INTERVENE
I recently introduced legislation to make Michigan the first state in the
country to require all law enforcement agencies to adopt “duty to intervene”
policies requiring their officers to intervene to prevent an observed use of
excessive force by another law enforcement officer. In addition, Senate Bill
967 would require agencies to take appropriate disciplinary action against
any officer who is found to be in violation of the policy.
Agencies such as the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office have been leaders in
adopting such policies, having one in their department for decades. Oakland
County Sheriff Michael J. Bouchard supports the legislation and says the duty
to intervene “should be a standard for all of our law enforcement partners.”
SB 967 has been referred to the Senate Judiciary and Public Safety
Committee for consideration.

SENATE APPROVES FUNDING
FOR FRONTLINE WORKERS,
OTHERS AFFECTED BY COVID-19
SENATE APPROVES
JOHNSON BILL TO
PROTECT VICTIMS OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
I led a bipartisan effort to pass a package
of legislation to help protect victims of
domestic abuse, sexual assault, stalking or
human trafficking.
Senate Bill 70 would create an address
confidentiality program in Michigan. The
program would enable victims of domestic
abuse, sexual assault, stalking or human
trafficking to receive a legal ‘substitute’
address to use in place of their actual
physical address for voting, driver’s licenses
and other state interactions. The state would
then keep their actual address confidential.
At least 37 other states currently have
some form of an address confidentiality
program to protect these vulnerable
individuals. Senate Bills 70 through 76
passed the Senate unanimously are now
ready to be approved by the House of
Representatives.

I supported a supplemental budget bill to use $880 million in
available federal funding to help Michigan families, workers and
students affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
As we begin to emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic, we must
continue to use available resources to support the people
throughout our state who have been affected by this public
health crisis. Our frontline workers have risked their health and
made huge sacrifices to save lives from COVID-19, and they
deserve our thanks and support.
Senate Bill 690 was recently signed by the governor and provides
$25 million for testing supplies and personal protective equipment
for workers like those at nursing and home health care facilities,
$100 million in hazard pay for local first responders, $125 million
to reduce child care costs by 30%, and $117 million to
temporarily increase pay by $2 per hour for direct
care workers — including those caring for seniors in
nursing facilities.
SB 690 also invests $100 million for business
restart grants to help reopen Michigan safely,
$29 million for additional temporary workers to
handle unemployment claims, $200 million for
local governments for public health and safety
costs related to the pandemic, $2.5 million in
assistance to hospitality workers who may not
be eligible for full unemployment benefits,
and $43 million to make learn-from-home
devices and connectivity more affordable
and cover COVID-19 costs for schools.
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