
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 21, 2020 
 
 

Hon. Jocelyn Benson 
Secretary of State 
Richard H. Austin Building 
430 W. Allegan 
Lansing, MI 48933 

 

 

Dear Secretary Benson, 
 

I am writing to follow up on an email that was sent on behalf of our committee by my Chief of 
Staff on April 3, 2020 with a number of questions regarding preparations for upcoming May 5 
elections.  We have received no reply to date.  I formally request a response from your office 
and/or the Bureau of Elections by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday.  As you know, the legislature plays an 
important oversight role in our system of checks and balances and the Elections Committee is the 
Senate committee with primary oversight of this agency.     
  

As you know, I feel strongly that these elections should have been consolidated with August and 
not held during the peak of the current coronavirus pandemic.  In the last twenty four hours in 
our state, there have been almost a thousand new confirmed cases and 232 people have died.  We 
have the third highest deaths in the country.  At least 16 other states have delayed scheduled 
elections.      
 

In speaking with clerks scheduled to conduct elections on May 5 today, we have been told that 
there have been no arrangements made to date to actually provide personal protective equipment 
which you committed to supplying for local clerks and their workers.  This concerns me 
immeasurably. The legislature appropriated $150 million for coronavirus related 
expenses.  Please work with the governor to immediately secure necessary safety equipment for 
each of our election workers and distribute it quickly to the 200 cities and townships holding 
May 5 elections under the Governor’s Executive Order 2020-27.  If our clerks are going to be 
forced to hold elections during this deadly pandemic from a highly contagious disease rather than 
consolidating to August, the very least you can do is ensure the timely delivery of proper PPE 
which you committed to get them.  And please respond to previously submitted questions which 
your office has had for two and a half weeks now.   
 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Ruth A. Johnson 
State Senator, 14th District 
Chair, Senate Elections Committee    
 
Cc: Hon. Mike Shirkey, Senate Majority Leader 
 Sen. Paul Wojno, Minority Vice Chair, Senate Elections Committee 


